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FAMILY STORY WORKSHOP

I. Introduce – spoiler – what I knew to begin with

I was told family stories from both sides of family (red parasol);

- interviewed Great Aunt Amy by phone (green umbrella)

II. Model Story: Veronica Vodicka: The Green Umbrella

III. Resources  and Q & A

The Encyclopedia of American Ethnicity

In this, I found the route: Castle Garden, NJ 1870; Ellis Island 1890

Corroborated that she would have spoken French, taught in schools, education very important

Primary Resources: Published diaries (about Chicago Fire, mostly) and newspaper articles on microfilm

Railroad references and museums had to get off at Chicago, a railroad hub

IV. Interview techniques

Find a talker, storyteller, or the oldest ancestor; let them talk.

Record interview, for sure and write notes, optionally.

Starter questions (choose only one and follow their lead until story is exhausted; what do you ask next?)

Do we have any ancestors that you know of, who had an arranged marriage? What is the story?

How did grandparents meet? Parents meet? Did the in-laws approve?

Who came to this country? From where? How? When? How was the journey made and where did they first settle? [immigration stories]

Do we have any interesting/famous/infamous/illustrious ancestors or relatives? Who? Why? What is the story?

Where does the family name come from? What does it mean? Was it changed?

What did your family do for entertainment when not watching TV?

Sample questions for classroom. Choose one question and find out what you can. Follow lead. Get visuals.

1. Do you remember having a favorite outfit when you were a child? Describe it. When would you wear it?

2. Did you have a favorite toy? How? Why? What? Get visuals. 

3. A favorite place to play? What did you do there?

4.  Do you have some object (photo, heirloom, rock, shell) that has a story behind it?

      5.  Do you have a scar that has a story?

